
Part 2: 
Choosing and pairing type

Or: Let’s make a love connection
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Serif vs. Sans-Serif

• Serifs are more common; books have been 
printed in serif fonts for 500 years.
• The serif look is traditional, while sans-serif is 
modern.

ART 337- Typography II  – Dugan



X-heights
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Variation of thickness

Old-style 
fonts like 
Bodoni and 
Didot are 
hard to 
read at 
text sizes
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Kerning pairs and default settings
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Tracking settings
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The 6pt. rule
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Body text sizes

•Don’t use the program default.
• If you pick the right font, the size can be smaller.
•YOU ARE NOT DESKTOP PUBLISHERS.
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Body text don’ts

•Decorative 
•Condensed
• Light
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Choosing a typeface

•Does it have a wide range of weights?
• Is there enough contrast between weights?
•Does it have a complete glyph set?
• Is it legible in small sizes?
• Is it dated?
• Is it available as a web font?

ART 337- Typography II  – Dugan



Alright, let’s see 
some examples
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Pairing type: serifs
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Serif vs. Sans serif
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Sans serif titling
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Serif titling with sans-serif copy
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Let’s add all caps
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Now let’s look at sizing
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Font families with all caps
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What will you do about subheads?
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Awful vs. good
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Awful vs. good
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Awful vs. good
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Awful vs. good
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Considerations

•Does it look dated?
•Does anything stand out too much?
• Is there a web equivalent?
•Color will change the look.
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