Grids and layout

Or: build your house on a strong foundation
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Adrian Frutiger, 1928-2015

Egyptienne aoss)

abcdefghijklmnopqgrstuvwxyz 1234567890
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
The quick young fox jumped over the lazy dog.

Univers (1957)

abcdefghijkimnopgrstuvwxyz 1234567890

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
The quick young fox jumped over the lazy dog.

OC R_B (1968)

abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvuwxyz
1234567890
The quick young fox jumped over
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Frutiger (1976)

abcdefghijkimnopqgrstuvwxyz 1234567890
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
The quick young fox jumped over the lazy dog.

Centennial ase)

abedefghijklmnopqgrstuvwxyz 1234567890
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
The quick young fox jumped over the lazy dog.

Avenir nsss)

abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz 1234567890

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
The quick young fox jumped over the lazy dog.



* Grids add consistency
e Grids add structure
* Grids add flexibility

* Grids offer you the ability to BREAK THE GRID



Wow, grids!
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Think about spreads vs. pages
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Let’s look at InDesign
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* Rose to prominence after the Second World War
 Uses a clear, concise grid structure

e Sans-serif type used almost exclusively
 Photography instead of illustration
 Non-justified type

e Basically a response to the overblown, highly
decorated advertising design of the day.



Modular grid systems

The U.S. Park Service
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Massimo Vignelli

e Born in 1931

 Founded the US office of Unimark International
 Ford Motor Company

* New York Transit Authority

* Knoll

 Bloomingdale’s
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AmericanAirlines
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The Golden Section
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The A paper sizing standard

A0

Al

A7
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Vignelli:

“The grid represents the basic structure of our
graphic design, it helps to organize the content, it
provides consistency, it gives an orderly look and

it projects a level of intellectual elegance that we
like to express.”

-Canon
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Canon, p.22
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Grids are also fundamental for
web design

« Skeleton responsive framework
* The Washington Post
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